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Transportation
agencies
struggle

to get in sync

There’s a growing con-
sensus among elected offi-
cials that San Diego needs
more housing and residen-
tial density should be
greatly increased along
major transit lines.

For that to be successful,
most everyone agrees the
region needs a vastly im-
proved transportation
system. Whether that can
be achieved is a big question
mark, in part because the
two major transportation
agencies don't seem to be on
the same page at the mo-
ment.

The Metropolitan Tran-
sit System, which oversees
trolley and bus operations
inthe county’s central,
south and east regions, is
considering a 2020 ballot
measure for a half-cent sales
taxto expand serviceinthe
years to come.

The San Diego Associ-
ation of Governments, the
regional planning agency, is
embarking on a transforma-
tive overhaul of the county’s
decadeslong transportation
plan that also eventually
would require going to
voters for amuch bigger tax
increase.

Such tax hikes require
two-thirds voter approval, a
very high hurdle. Alot of
stars have to be aligned to
reach that threshold for one
transportation tax; twois
asking alot, evenifthey’re a
few years apart.

Though MTS is consid-
erably farther down the line,
much will play out between
the two agencies in the
coming weeks and months.
SANDAG and MTSS know
what the otheris up toand
they have been talking.

“The one that gets tothe
ballot first certainly has an
advantage,” said Chula
Vista Mayor Mary Casillas
Salas. “... Thereis a fair
amount of tension inherent
around this.”

Salasis among the
elected officials who sit on
the board of directors of
both agencies, which she
said puts herin a position
akin to areferee.

“There has to be further
discussions. There has to be
ameeting of the minds,” she
continued, adding MTS and
SANDAG “are not in sync
right now.”

Those differences aside,
there’s abroad sense that
momentum is building for
more reliance on transit in
the county’s future. For one
thing, it’s necessary if the
increased housing plans are
toberealized.

Also, state legislation
changed the structure of the
SANDAG board, giving the
larger, more urbanized —
and Democratic — cities
more weight. Board mem-
bers representing those
areas tend to be more ada-
mant about alternative
transportation being a big
part of the future — whether
rail, autonomous vehicles,
bicycles and whatever tech-
nology brings, along with
automobiles.

Circulate San Diego, a
transportation advocacy
group, last week released an
analysis of what a 2020
Dballot measure could look
like for MTS and concluded
that a half-cent sales tax
could raise in the neighbor-
hood of $10 billion over 40
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PALOMAR HEALTH, KAISER WEIGH SPLIT

Contract between parties, if
not renegotiated, might be
allowed to expire in 2022
BY PAUL SISSON

NORTH COUNTY

Palomar Health has put Kaiser
Permanente on notice that its cur-
rent agreement with the health care
giant will be allowed to expire un-
less abetter deal can be negotiated.

According to a letter obtained
under the California Public Records
Act, Robert Hemker, Palomar’s for-
mer chief executive, notified Kaiser
Permanente that the inland North
County health system will “not ex-
tend” its current hospital services
agreement between the two parties
beyond its current term, which ends
on Sept. 30,2022.

Palomar borrowed heavily to
build the nearly $1 billion Palomar
Medical Center Escondido and has
counted on its partnership with

Kaiser to bringinenoughrevenue to
cover the cost of operations and
serviceits debt.

Palomar said ina statement that
it has no intention of parting ways
with Kaiser but does desire, accord-
ing to the Oct. 10, 2017 letter, a “dia-
logue” that would “create a more
relevant, long-term, collaborative
partnership” and “competitive
business agreement going for-
ward.”

“The contract no longer works
for us,” Palomar CEO Diane

Hansen said in an email sent by a
Palomar spokesman. “The contract
is more than six years old, and
things have changed in that time. ...
The intent is to come to an agree-
ment on a new contract that works
for both sides, not end the agree-
ment.”

It'sclearthat there are more spe-
cifics involved here. Palomar’s 2017
letter appears to specify exactly
how it wants the current agreement
to change. A section of

SEE PALOMAR * B4
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A roller skater enjoys an adults-only skating session on Tuesday morning at Skateworld in Linda Vista, where skaters are able to
avoid the nighttime crowds and stretch out at the roller rink.

EFFORT ON TO SAVE RINK

Councilman looks at way to prevent sale of Skateworld

BY DAVID GARRICK

SAN DIEGO

Rallies and protests aimed at
saving the region’s last roller skat-
ing rink have prompted San Diego
Councilman Scott Sherman to seek
legal advice on what the city could
do to prevent the imminent sale of
the rink to a developer.

More than 16,000 people have
signed a petition to save 44-year-old
Skateworld in the heart of Linda
Vista, and multiple rallies have
been held in recent days in hopes of
stopping the sale so the popular
rink can remain open.

Supporters say therinkisacom-
munity gathering place, a relatively
inexpensive recreation opportunity

for families, and a place where at-
risk teens spend after-school hours
constructively.

Sherman said Tuesday he’s al-
most certain the city’s hands are le-
gally tied by a state law that re-
quires public land previously
owned by redevelopment agencies
to be sold to the highest bidder, re-
gardless of their plans for the site.
The city owns the land where Skate-
world islocated.

But Sherman has asked City At-

torney Mara Elliott to analyze the
law and see if there is any wiggle
room or gray area on the sale of the
land, which has been owned by the
city since California dissolved re-
development agencies in 2012.
“Iwant to make sure that what I
understand is the law, and the actu-
al law, are the same thing,” Sher-
man said. “Iwould love to be able to
do something to make Skateworld
stay, but we have to make sure we're
SEERINK « B3

WHERE LEARNING DISABLED THRIVE

Caregivers around world
watching TERI campus
take shape in San Marcos
BY PAM KRAGEN

SAN MARCOS

‘When their toddler son, Chris,
was diagnosed with autism spec-
trum disorder some 30 years ago,
Steve and Sandy Baker focused
their immediate energies on find-
ing the schools and therapeutic re-
sources Chris would need tolead a
fulfilling life.

But always in the back of their
minds, the Bakers say there was
the nagging thought about what
would happen to Chris when he
grew up and grew old. Now 32,
Chris can dress himself and is
minimally verbal, but he can’t
bathe himself or brush his teeth,
and he can't live alone.

“We were worried about how
he’d live and how we would take
care of him,” said Steve Baker, who
lives in Encinitas. His now-ex-wife
Sandy lives in Oceanside. “But we
were lucky. We knew about TERI,

HOWARD LIPIN U-T

Chris Baker, who is autistic, plays the piano at a residential
home for TERI clients that he lives in.

and we always knew where he
would go someday.”

TERI Inc. is an Oceanside-
based nonprofit, founded 39 years
ago to serve the needs of people liv-
ing with developmental and learn-
ing disabilities. It offers 19 pro-
grams and services for more than

850 clients, including private
schools, adult programs, trans-
portation services, camps and
family respite care. It also runs 13
adult residential homes, like the
large La Costa house where Chris
now lives with five housemates and

SEE TERI + B6

GEORGE BAILEY
1919-2019

FORMER MAYOR
OF LA MESA,
SUPERVISOR

BY KAREN PEARLMAN

LA MESA

George Bailey, the longtime La
Mesa mayor and former San Diego
County supervisor, died at his home
Monday of congestive heart failure,
with his son, Richard, =
and one of his care-
givers by his side. He
was 100.

The Ohio native
was known for his
buzz-cut, flat-top hair-
style, his no-nonsense
style during a 35-year career in gov-
ernment and commitment to the
East County where he lived for 84
years.

“My grandpa was very strong,”
said Bailey’s granddaughter Kristin
Dreesen of Mount Helix. “But thelast
‘week was really rough. On Friday, I
sang to him and he kind of

SEE BAILEY « B4
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“After a choppy year so far thanks to a strong U.S.
dollar, gold bulls are looking at a comeback for
the precious metal in 2019.” - J.P. Morgan

10 reasons gold could explode:

* Tariffs
* China trade anxiety
* U.S. Labor shortage

* A new home mortgage bubble brewing

* New record U.S. Debt has been reached $22 trillion

e GREEN NEW DEAL ($97 Trillion Government Expansion)
 North Korea (Will they or Won't They??)

* IRAN chants Death to the West!

¢ Congressional investigations have no end in sight!

* Gold Supplies are ever shrinking

$50,000 invested in Gold today could
become worth $150,000 if predictions are
true! Where is your money safe? Call now!
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TERI
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a resident manager. All of
TERI’s services have wait-
ing lists, because demand
far outstrips supply.

“The need is massive,”
said Cheryl Kilmer, TERI’S
co-founderand CEO. “There
are huge gaps in society, and
we want to work to fillthem.”

An ambitious, long-term
plan to better meet that
need kicked off in January,
when a groundbreaking cer-
emony was held for phase
two of the TERI Campus of
Life at 555 Deer Springs
Road in San Marcos.

The $50 million, 20-acre
project in hilly, tree-lined
Twin Oaks Valley, will one
day serve as a replicable
model for TERI-style com-
munity centers worldwide.

The center, aiming for
completion in 2021, will be a
green-designed and sustain-
able community center offer-
ing 111,000 square feet of
buildings for client activities
and research; Kitchen, dining
and training facilities for up
to 600 people; theaters, gal-
leries, lecture halls and art
and music studios for both
clients and the public; and a
6.5-acre organic garden and
farm training center. The
campus will also have a voca-
tional training center for cli-
ents, a new administration
building and more.

Already, a delegation
from China representing
300,000 adults with special
needs has expressed an in-
terest in replicating the con-
cept, and TERI is now train-
ing and working with spe-
cialists in the field of autism
and other developmental
disabilities in Europe, Asia,
Africa and Mexico. The goal
is to commercialize the
Campus of Life model and
use the proceeds to fund fur-
ther research and programs
here in San Diego County.

TERI Campus of Life is
one of just a handful of inno-
vative and self-sustaining
projects-in-development
around the world that is be-
ing designed to meet the
growing need for affordable
services for those with autism
and other disabilities.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, about 1 percent of
the world population has
autism spectrum disorder.
In the U.S,, that’s 1 in every
59 births, or 3.5 million peo-
ple. The prevalence of
autism in the U.S. increased
by 6 percent to 15 percent
each year from 2002 to 2010.

The Autism Society in

HOWARD LIPIN U-T

Construction takes place March 5 at the TERI cam-
pus in the Twin Oaks Valley area of San Marcos.

Bethesda, Md., reports that
autism services cost U.S.
citizens $236 billion to $262
billion a year, or about $2.4
million over the lifespan fora
person with an intellectual
disability. Most of that mon-
ey is spent on adults, who
age out of school services at
age 22 but rarely find work in
thelabor force (only about 17
percent are employed).

One of the key goals of
Campus of Life is to teach
TERI clients marketable job
skillsin the culinary artsand
other hands-on fields so
they can gain confidence
and self-esteem and take a
small step forward in con-
tributing to their self-suffi-
ciency.

The campus’ first phase,
the Harriet E. Pfleger Eques-
trian Center, opened in 2011.
The now-in-progress second
phase will include building
the project’s streets, the con-
crete pads for future struc-
tures, the vocational service
building, the 6.5-acre farm
and the rehabilitation of the
property’s historic 1875 Gus-
tavus Merriam farmhouse.

The 8,460-square-foot vo-
cational center will offer cli-
ents career training in floral
arts, woodworking, food
processing and sales. The
farm will offer training in
growing, harvesting, pack-
aging, selling and delivering
organic produce to restau-
rants and farmers markets.

Still to come at the cam-
pusin future phases will be a
10,700-square-foot fine arts
center; a 10,600-square-foot
performing arts and music
center; a 7,800-square-foot
country school for grades 3
to 12; a 16,000-square-foot
learning academy for ages 5
to 22; a child development
center; an administration
building; a fitness center for
clients and staff; an aquatics
center with three pools; and
aculinary institute for devel-
oping farm-produced food
products for sale. All of the
structures are being con-
structed with energy-effi-
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Spring Replacement (very reasonable)

cient systems and products,
including solar panels from
Baker Electric in Escondido.

Kilmer said she still
needs to raise another $3
million in donations to move
forward on future phases.

TERI — an acronym for
Training, Education, Re-
search and Innovation —
was founded in 1980 by
Kilmer and Krysti DeZonia,
who runs TERI’s Learning
Academy and Country
School and the research and
life planning departments.

Kilmer said she was
studying psychology 40
years ago at the University of
Michigan, when she was as-
signed towork with a girlina
nearby hospital. It was a life-
altering experience.

“When you see a place
teeming with children with
terrible care in terrible con-
ditions, you want do some-
thing,” she said.

After relocating to South-
ern California, Kilmer worked
with DeZonia to apply for a
grant to move people out of
state hospitals into healthier
living environments.

They started in Ocean-
side with 24 clients in four
houses, including the Via Rio
home, which housed six
young men who previously
lived in Fairview State Hospi-
tal in Orange County. Thirty-
eight years later, those same
six men — now in their late
50s and early 60s — still live
together in brotherly har-
mony in Via Rio house, which
is now in Fallbrook.

The waiting list for spots
inthe homes can belong, be-
cause openings only occur
when a resident dies. Steve
Baker said he expected a sig-
nificant wait, so he and
Sandy put Chris on a future-
openings list when he was
just finishing high school.
They were stunned when an
opening popped up just two
monthslater.

“We weren’t ready to let
him go just yet,” Steve said.

Although Chris was
homesick for the first few
years after moving into a
TERI home in 2011, he now
enjoys visits to his parents’
houses as much as he enjoys
returning “home” to La
Costahouse.

Over the past eight years,
Sandy Baker said her son
has blossomed. He’s more
confident, more outgoing,
has taken up the piano and
has become a regular per-
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